
The Industrial Revolution in the USA Reading

Objectives:
• Students will explain what an industrial revolution is and what is necessary to have 

one.
• Students will identify examples of each of the prerequisites for an industrial revolution.
• Students will identify the qualities of lives of people living in societies that have not 

experienced an industrial revolution

Vocabulary Words:
• Infrastructure - The facilities in a country or region (roads, water supplies, etc.) 

needed for industrial development.
• Expanding - Getting larger
• Innovation - A new way of doing things
• Interchangeable - When one thing can be used as a substitute for another
• Completion - State of being finished
• Technological - Having to do with machines, tools, etc. that replace work by hand
• Contaminated - Impure, dirty, or polluted
• Financed - Paid for by

What is an Industrial Revolution and When Did the US Industrial Revolution 
Start?

Define the Term: Industrial Revolution

How did the Industrial Revolution evolve in the United States?

Advantages of Having an Industrial Revolution

What is life like in countries that have not gone through an Industrial Revolution?

A.

B.

C. 

D.

E.



F. 

G.

H.

What are four examples of countries that have not gone through an Industrial 
Revolution?

A.

B.

C.

D.

What is Necessary to Have an Industrial Revolution?

What are the seven different things that countries possess to have an industrial 
revolution?

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

Raw Materials

What resources did the United States have and where were they located?

A.



B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

Inventions

What did each of the following people invent?

A. Eli Whitney

B. Eli Whitney

C. James Watt

D. Robert Fuller

E. George Westinghouse

F. Elias Howe

G. Isaac Singer

H. Jan Matzelinger

I. Samuel Morse

J. Charles Goodyear

K. William Kelly

Workers

What were the three sources of labor during the Industrial Revolution?

A.

B.



C.

Where did the immigrants come to the United States from?

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

The Infrastructure

What system of transportation is important to the Industrial Revolution?

How many miles of train tracks where there before the Civil War?

How many miles of train tracks where added between 1865 and 1910?

Why does this transportation system influence the Industrial Revolution (not 
going to be able to answer from the reading)

Capital

What two sources of finance promoted the Industrial Revolution?

A.

B.



Entrepreneurs of the Industrial Revolution

Cornelius Vanderbilt (1794-1877)

What business was he in?

Where was this business located?

How did his business expand?

At the age of 70, where did he focus his financial interest?

What did he build?

Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919)

Where was he born?

What jobs did he have during his early life?

How did Carnegie make his money?

How did Carnegie take control of the US Steel-making capacity?

How much did he make for selling his company to JP Morgan?

What did Carnegie do with his money?

John Pierpont (JP) Morgan (1837-1913)

What did JP Morgan become?

How did he invest his money?

Why did he lend money to the US government?

How did his money support the economy?


