
Power and Forms of Government

Questions:

1. How can forms of government be distributed geographically?

2. What are the major differences between parliamentary and presidential 
governments?

3. What are some potential advantages of an autocracy or an oligarchy over a 
democracy?

4. What are some potential advantages of a democracy over an autocracy?

5. What are some of the factors that you believe motivates people to participate in their 
government?

6. What do you believe is the best form of government for most people in most 
countries?

Fill in the Blank

7. The distribution of political power can be analyzed in terms of its 
_____________________ location, its distribution between _________________ and 
_____________________ branches, and by the ____________________ of people 
who participate.

8. Governments that concentrate power in one geographic location are said to have a 
________________________ system of government.



9. Virtually all modern governments have a(n) _________________ branch responsible 
for making laws and a(n) _______________________ branch responsible for 
executing laws.

10. The type of democracy that exists in the United States is a _________________

Vocabulary

A. Confederacy! ! ! B. Democracy ! ! C. Federal Government
D. Parliamentary Government! E. Presidential Democracy
F. Unitary Government

1. ______ Form of government in a single unit that holds all the power.

2. ______ Form of government in which power is divided between a central government 
and regional governments.

3. ______ Form of government in which the leaders are chosen by and responsible to 
the legislature.

4. ______ Form of government in which legislative and executive power are separate

5. ______ Political system marked by a weak central government and powerful states.

6. ______ System of government in which the people exercise power

Multiple Choice

1. A strong central government shares power with weaker state governments under a 

A. Confederation
B. Federal Government
C. Autocracy
D. Unitary Government

2. Confederations tend to be

A. short-lived
B. long-lasting
C. headed by a strong central government
D. parliamentary



3. The two basic forms of dividing power among branches of government are

A. Federal and Unitary
B. Parliamentary and Presidential
C. Monarchy and Dictatorship
D. Direct and Representative

4. A Prime Minister is the chief executive of

A. A presidential government
B. a federal government
C. a unitary government
D. a parliamentary government

5. The United States is

A. A theocracy
B. A federal government
C. a unitary government
D. a parliamentary government


