
Government Learning Goals
Unit 1: Constitution and Foundations of Government

1. List and demonstrate an understanding of the origins and purpose of governments.
2. Define and describe the four characteristics of a nation-state
3. Analyze the main purposes of government and apply those to definitions and 

purposes of government
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4. Define and identify different theories of elites’ political power
5. List and explain three major ways political power is distributed
6. Explain the key similarities and differences among the major forms of government.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
7. Demonstrate an understanding of how early colonial governments were structured
8. Explain the major ideas in the Declaration of Independence and the series of events 

that led to its creation.
9. Analyze the meanings of ideas such as limited government, representative 

government, liberty, and explain how they apply to the origins of US government
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
10. Explain the accomplishments and key figures of the Second Continental Congress.
11. Interpret and explain the major compromise leading to the completion of the 

Constitution
12. Compare and contrast the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation with the 

strength of the Constitution.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
13. Explain the basic principles and structure of the Constitution
14. Explain at least two ways each branch of government may check the other two.
15. Detail the main steps in the amendment process.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
16. Define and explain the six powers of government
17. Trace key developments in the establishment of national supremacy
18. Identify and give examples of the three different responsibility relationships 

between federal and state governments
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
19. Explain the significance of the ruling in McCulloch v. Maryland
20. List at least five rights that have been incorporated by various court decisions.
21. Define and provide examples of the different types of grants
22. Differentiate between block grants and categorical grants


